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An accidental glance at a newspaper notice causes Rousseau to collapse under the force of a vision. A car
accidentally hits Giacometti, and he experiences an epiphany. Darwin introduces accident to the basic
process of life, and Freud looks to accident as the expression of unconscious desire. Accident, Ross Hamilton
claims, is the force that makes us modern. Tracing the story of accident from Aristotle to Buster Keaton and
beyond, Hamilton’s daring book revives the tradition of the grand history of ideas.

Accident tells an original history of Western thought from the perspective of Aristotle’s remarkably durable
categories of accident and substance. Throughout antiquity and the Middle Ages, Aristotle’s distinction
underwrote an insistence on order and subordination of the inessential. In a groundbreaking innovation,
Hamilton argues that after the Reformation, the concept of accident began to change places with that of
substance: accident became a life-transforming event and effectively a person’s essence.  For moderns, it is
the accidental, seemingly trivial moments of consciousness that, like Wordsworth’s “spots of time,” create
constellations of meaning in our lives. Touching on a broad array of images and texts—Augustine, Dante,
the frescoes of Raphael, Descartes, Jane Austen, the work of the surrealists, and twentieth-century
cinema—Hamilton provides a new way to map the mutations of personal identity and subjectivity.   
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Young:

Here thing why this specific Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar
with Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History in
e-book can be your choice.

Matthew Sammons:

The guide with title Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History posesses a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Russell Pittman:

The book untitled Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Michael Santiago:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History can make you experience more interested
to read.
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