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Winner of the 2003 Nobel Prize in Literature.

J. M. Coetzee presents a coherent, unorthodox analysis of censorship from the perspective of one who has
lived and worked under its shadow. The essays collected here attempt to understand the passion that plays
itself out in acts of silencing and censoring. He argues that a destructive dynamic of belligerence and
escalation tends to overtake the rivals in any field ruled by censorship.

From Osip Mandelstam commanded to compose an ode in praise of Stalin, to Breyten Breytenbach writing
poems under and for the eyes of his prison guards, to Aleksander Solzhenitsyn engaging in a trial of wits
with the organs of the Soviet state, Giving Offense focuses on the ways authors have historically responded
to censorship. It also analyzes the arguments of Catharine MacKinnon for the suppression of pornography
and traces the operations of the old South African censorship system.

"The most impressive feature of Coetzee's essays, besides his ear for language, is his coolheadedness. He can
dissect repugnant notions and analyze volatile emotions with enviable poise."—Kenneth Baker, San
Francisco Chronicle Book Review

"Those looking for simple, ringing denunciations of censorship's evils will be disappointed. Coetzee
explicitly rejects such noble tritenesses. Instead . . . he pursues censorship's deeper, more fickle meanings
and unmeanings."—Kirkus Reviews

"These erudite essays form a powerful, bracing criticism of censorship in its many guises."—Publishers
Weekly

"Giving Offense gets its incisive message across clearly, even when Coetzee is dealing with such murky
theorists as Bakhtin, Lacan, Foucault, and René; Girard. Coetzee has a light, wry sense of humor."—Bill
Marx, Hungry Mind Review

"An extraordinary collection of essays."—Martha Bayles, New York Times Book Review

"A disturbing and illuminating moral expedition."—Richard Eder, Los Angeles Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

The book Giving Offense: Essays on Censorship can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Giving
Offense: Essays on Censorship? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Giving Offense: Essays on Censorship has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Arlene Martin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Giving Offense: Essays on Censorship can be fine book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Muriel Colvard:

The particular book Giving Offense: Essays on Censorship has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after scanning this book.

Willie Carlos:

Giving Offense: Essays on Censorship can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Giving Offense: Essays
on Censorship but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial imagining.
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