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How do names attach themselves to particular objects and people and does this connection mean anything?
This is a question which goes as far back as Plato and can still be seen in contemporary society with books of
Names to Give Your Baby or Reader's Digest columns of apt names and professions. For the Renaissance the
vexed question of naming was a subset of the larger but equally vexed subject of language: is language
arbitrary and conventional (it is simply an agreed label for a pre-existing entity) or is it motivated (it creates
the entity which it names)? Shakespeare's Names is a book for language-lovers. Laurie Maguire's witty and
learned study examines names, their origins, cultural attitudes to them, and naming practices across centuries
and continents, exploring what it means for Shakespeare's characters to bear the names they do. She
approaches her subject through close analysis of the associations and use of names in a range of Shakespeare
plays, and in a range of performances. The focus is Shakespeare, and in particular six key plays: Romeo and
Juliet; Comedy of Errors; The Taming of the Shrew; A Midsummer Night's Dream; All's Well that Ends Well;
and Troilus and Cressida. But the book also shows what Shakespeare inherited and where the topic
developed after him. Thus the discussion includes myth, the Bible, Greek literature, psychological analysis,
literary theory, social anthropology, etymology, baptismal trends, puns, different cultures' and periods' social
practice as regards the bestowing and interpreting of names, and English literature in the sixteenth,
seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries; the reader will also find material from
contemporary journalism, film, and cartoons.
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From reader reviews:

Angelina Rone:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics
(Hardcover)). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Pamela Cole:

Here thing why that Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)) are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover))
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
reserve that similar with Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)) in e-book can be your alternative.

Richard Vaccaro:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Shakespeare's Names (Oxford
Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Rosemary Robinson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is called of book Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)). You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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