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The Reformation period witnessed an explosion in the number of biographies of contemporary religious
figures being published. Whether lives of reformers worthy of emulation, or heretics deserving
condemnation, the genre of biography became a key element in the confessional rivalries that raged across
Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Offering more than a general survey of Life writing, this
volume examines key issues and questions about how this trend developed among different confessions and
how it helped shape lasting images of reformers, particularly Luther and Calvin up to the modern period.

This is the first-ever full length study of the subject showing that Lives of the reformers constitute an integral
part of the intellectual and cultural history of the period, serving as an important source of information about
the different Reformations. Depending on their origin, they provide a lesson in theology but also in civic
values and ideals of education of the period. Genevan Lives in particular also point up the delicate issue of
'Reformed hagiography' which their authors try to avoid with a varying degree of success. Having
consistently been at the forefront of the study of the intellectual history of the Reformation Irena Backus is
perfectly placed to highlight the importance of Life writing. This is a path-breaking study that will open up a
new way of viewing the confessional conflicts of the period and their historiography.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Brinkley:

The guide untitled Life Writing in Reformation Europe: Lives of Reformers by Friends, Disciples and Foes
(St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see
the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Life Writing in Reformation Europe: Lives of Reformers by Friends, Disciples
and Foes (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Kim Adams:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Life Writing in Reformation
Europe: Lives of Reformers by Friends, Disciples and Foes (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History)
that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Life Writing in Reformation Europe: Lives of Reformers by Friends, Disciples and Foes (St
Andrews Studies in Reformation History) become your current starter.

Josephine Draughn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Life Writing in Reformation Europe:
Lives of Reformers by Friends, Disciples and Foes (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) reserve
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Life Writing in Reformation Europe: Lives of
Reformers by Friends, Disciples and Foes (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) as good book but not
only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its deal
with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Malcolm Thurmond:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very



important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Life Writing in
Reformation Europe: Lives of Reformers by Friends, Disciples and Foes (St Andrews Studies in
Reformation History).
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