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Missionary Stories and the Formation of the Syriac Churches analyzes the hagiographic traditions of seven
missionary saints in the Syriac heritage during late antiquity: Thomas, Addai, Mari, John of Ephesus, Simeon
of Beth Arsham, Jacob Baradaeus, and Ahudemmeh. Jeanne-Nicole Mellon Saint-Laurent studies a body of
legends about the missionaries’ voyages in the Syrian Orient to illustrate their shared symbols and motifs.
Revealing how these texts encapsulated the concerns of the communities that produced them, she draws
attention to the role of hagiography as a malleable genre that was well-suited for the idealized presentation of
the beginnings of Christian communities. Hagiographers, through their reworking of missionary themes,
asserted autonomy, orthodoxy, and apostolicity for their individual civic and monastic communities,
positioning themselves in relationship to the rulers of their empires and to competing forms of Christianity.
Saint-Laurent argues that missionary hagiography is an important and neglected source for understanding the
development of the East and West Syriac ecclesiastical bodies: the Syrian Orthodox Church and the Church
of the East. Given that many of these Syriac-speaking churches remain today in the Middle East and India,
with diaspora communities in Europe and North America, this work opens the door for further study of the
role of saints and stories as symbolic links between ancient and modern traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Deroche:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Missionary Stories and the
Formation of the Syriac Churches (Transformation of the Classical Heritage)? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

David Carson:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Missionary Stories and the
Formation of the Syriac Churches (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this
open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Loren Parker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Missionary Stories and the
Formation of the Syriac Churches (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

James Brown:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book Missionary Stories and the Formation of the Syriac Churches (Transformation of the Classical
Heritage) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must
choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with that book Missionary Stories and the Formation of the Syriac Churches
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage). You can more appealing than now.
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