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In 1990 unknown Maori author Alan Duff suddenly became both famous and notorious in New Zealand for
his first novel Once Were Warriors. The violent story of a poor urban Maori family aroused much
controversy in New Zealand society, and the Maori community in particular. Many Maori commentators
condemned the novel for its negative and allegedly racist portrayal of the indigenous Maori people, accusing
Duff for hanging out the dirty linen and blaming the victim. Four years later, the homonymous film by Maori
director Lee Tamahori led to similar fame and controversy. On the one hand, critics strongly disapproved of
the commercial indigenous film on social, political and aesthetic grounds. On the other hand however, Once
Were Warriors became the most successful motion picture in the history of New Zealand cinema, grossing
over 6.7 million NZ dollars in the national box office and reaching a large international audience. Once Were
Warriors was not just a novel or film, but a powerful cultural representation which had a significant impact
on New Zealand society.

In this richly illustrated book Emiel Martens examines the impact of Once Were Warriors in Aotearoa New
Zealand by exploring the two cultural representations (with a specific emphasis on the film) and their
aftermath in postcolonial New Zealand society: Why did Once Were Warriors cause such a controversy
within the Maori community? Which were the underlying metaphors of the public debate on both the novel
and the film in New Zealand society? And what did the heated reception of Once Were Warriors say about
the position and identity of the indigenous Maori people within modern New Zealand? Bringing together a
wide variety of popular and academic texts, the author discusses these urgent questions in relation to timely
New Zealand and wider postcolonial issues such as racial stereotypes, cultural politics, ethnic relations,
indigenous media and Maori identity. As an interdisciplinary Cultural Studies endeavour, this book is
surprisingly accessible and will prove interesting reading for anyone who wishes to know more about
cultural identity, postcolonial representation and indigenous filmmaking in Aotearoa New Zealand.
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Biddle:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book Once were Warriors: The Aftermath: The Controversy of OWW in Aotearoa New
Zealand it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book provides high quality.

Melanie Ratcliff:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Once were Warriors: The Aftermath: The Controversy of
OWW in Aotearoa New Zealand or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Once were Warriors: The Aftermath: The Controversy of OWW in Aotearoa New
Zealand to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Betty Blake:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book Once were Warriors: The Aftermath: The Controversy of OWW in Aotearoa New Zealand we
can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life at this time book Once were Warriors: The Aftermath: The Controversy of OWW in Aotearoa New
Zealand. You can more attractive than now.

Jack Rolfes:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Once were Warriors: The Aftermath: The
Controversy of OWW in Aotearoa New Zealand to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you



enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book Once were Warriors: The Aftermath: The
Controversy of OWW in Aotearoa New Zealand can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of their time.
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