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In The Meaning of Contemporary Realism (1957) Georg Lukacs discussed how the power struggle of the
Cold War made it all the more pressing for literary writers to present 'concrete potentialities' of individual
character in novel ways. Powers of Possibility explores how American experimental writers since the 1960s
have set about presenting exactly that while engaging with specific issues of social power.

The book's five chapters cover a range of writers, literary genres, and political issues, including: Allen
Ginsberg's anti-Vietnam War poems, LeRoi Jones/Amiri Baraka and Black Power theater, William S.
Burroughs's novels and the space programs, Kathy Acker's fiction and biopolitics, and Lyn Hejinian,
language poetry, and the Cold War.

Each chapter examines how relations of character and social power were widely discussed in terms of
potentiality: Black Power groups, for example, debated the "revolutionary potential" of African Americans,
while advances in the space programs led to speculation about the evolution of "human potential" in space
colonies. In considering how the literary writers engage with such debates, Alex Houen also shows how each
writer's approach entails combining different meanings of "potential": "possible as opposed to actual," "a
quantity of force," a "capacity" or "faculty," and "potency."

Such an approach can be characterized as a literary "potentialism" that turns literary possibilities (including
experiments with style and form) into an effective aesthetic force with which to combat or reorient the
effects of social power on people. Potentialism is not a literary movement, Houen emphasizes, so much as a
novel concept of literary practice--a concept that stands as a refreshing alternative to notions of
"postmodernism" and the "postmodern avant-garde."
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Melendez:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Powers of Possibility: Experimental American Writing since
the 1960s. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Powers of Possibility: Experimental American Writing since the 1960s. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
go through.

Ida Hamilton:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Powers of Possibility: Experimental
American Writing since the 1960s is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Elizabeth Brown:

Typically the book Powers of Possibility: Experimental American Writing since the 1960s will bring that
you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Powers of Possibility: Experimental
American Writing since the 1960s is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Luis Hahn:

This Powers of Possibility: Experimental American Writing since the 1960s is completely new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Powers of Possibility: Experimental American Writing since the 1960s can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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