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Ancestry played a continuous role in the construction and portrayal of Roman emperorship in the first three
centuries AD. Emperors and Ancestors is the first systematic analysis of the different ways in which imperial
lineage was represented in the various 'media' through which images of emperors could be transmitted.
Looking beyond individual rulers, Hekster evaluates evidence over an extended period of time and
differentiates between various types of sources, such as inscriptions, sculpture, architecture, literary text, and
particularly central coinage, which forms the most convenient source material for a modern reconstruction of
Roman representations over a prolonged period of time.

The volume explores how the different media in use sent out different messages. The importance of local
notions and traditions in the choice of local representations of imperial ancestry are emphasized, revealing
that there was no monopoly on image-forming by the Roman centre and far less interaction between central
and local imagery than is commonly held. Imperial ancestry is defined through various parallel developments
at Rome and in the provinces. Some messages resonated outside the centre but only when they were made
explicit and fitted local practice and the discourse of the medium. The construction of imperial ancestry was
constrained by the local expectations of how a ruler should present himself, and standardization over time of
the images and languages that could be employed in the 'media' at imperial disposal. Roman emperorship is
therefore shown to be a constant process of construction within genres of communication, representation,
and public symbolism.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

The book Emperors and Ancestors: Roman Rulers and the Constraints of Tradition (Oxford Studies in
Ancient Culture & Representation) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Emperors and Ancestors: Roman
Rulers and the Constraints of Tradition (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation)? A few of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Emperors and Ancestors: Roman Rulers and
the Constraints of Tradition (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Roberto Senn:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Emperors and Ancestors: Roman
Rulers and the Constraints of Tradition (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation) book as nice
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mildred Olsen:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Emperors and Ancestors:
Roman Rulers and the Constraints of Tradition (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation) which
is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Martha Dixon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Emperors and Ancestors: Roman
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