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A classic of American political fiction first published in 1880, a mere three years after Reconstruction
officially ended, Bricks Without Straw offers an inside view of the struggle to create a just society in the
post-slavery South. It is unique among the white-authored literary works of its time in presenting
Reconstruction through the eyes of emancipated slaves. As a leading Radical Republican, the author, Albion
W. Tourgée, played a key role in drafting a democratized Constitution for North Carolina after the Civil
War, and he served as a state superior court judge during Reconstruction. Tourgée worked closely with
African Americans and poor whites in the struggle to transform North Carolina’s racial and class politics. He
saw the ravages of the Ku Klux Klan firsthand, worked to bring the perpetrators of Klan atrocities to justice,
and fought against what he called the “counter-revolution” that destroyed Reconstruction.

Bricks Without Straw is Tourgée’s fictionalized account of how Reconstruction was sabotaged. It is a
chilling picture of violence against African Americans condoned, civil rights abrogated, constitutional
amendments subverted, and electoral fraud institutionalized. Its plot revolves around a group of North
Carolina freedpeople who strive to build new lives for themselves by buying land, marketing their own
crops, setting up a church and school, and voting for politicians sympathetic to their interests, until Klan
terrorism and the ascendancy of a white supremacist government reduce them to neo-slavery. This edition of
Bricks Without Straw is enhanced by Carolyn L. Karcher’s introduction, which sets the novel in historical
context and provides an overview of Albion W. Tourgée’s career, a chronology of the significant events of
both the Reconstruction era and Tourgée’s life, and explanatory notes identifying actual events fictionalized
in the novel.
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From reader reviews:

Rina Reese:

The book Bricks Without Straw: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Bricks Without
Straw: A Novel? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Bricks Without Straw: A
Novel has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Todd McCrea:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Bricks Without Straw: A Novel
book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Brooke Callender:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book Bricks Without Straw: A Novel it is quite good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Beth Sanders:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Bricks Without Straw: A Novel can give you a lot
of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Bricks Without Straw: A Novel.
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