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When Samuel G. Freedman was nearing fifty, the same age at which his mother died of breast cancer, he
realized that he did not know who she was. Of course, he knew that Eleanor had been his mother, a mother
he kept at an emotional distance both in life and after death. He had never thought about the entire life she
lived before him, a life of her own dreams and disappointments. And now, that ignorance haunted him.
So Freedman set out to discover the past, and Who She Was is the story of what he found. It is the story of a
young woman's ambitions and yearnings, of the struggles of her impoverished immigrant parents, and of the
ravages of the Great Depression, World War II, and the Holocaust.
It is also the story of a middle-aged son wracked with regret over the disregard he had shown as a teenage
boy for a terminally ill mother, and as an adult incapable for decades of visiting her grave. It is the story of
how he healed that wound by asking all the questions he had not asked when his mother was alive.
Whom did she love? Who broke her heart? What lifted her spirits? What crushed her hopes? What did she
long to become? And did she get to become that woman in her brief time on earth?
Who She Was brings a compassionate yet unflinching eye to the American Jewish experience. It recaptures
the working-class borough of the Bronx with its tenements and pushcarts, its union halls and storefront
synagogues and rooftop-tar beaches. It remembers a time when husbands searched hundreds of miles for
steady work and wives sent packages and prayers to their European relatives in the desperate hope they
might survive the Nazis. In such a world, Eleanor Hatkin came of age, striving for education, for love, for a
way out.
Researched as a history, written like a novel, Who She Was stands in the tradition of such classics as Call It
Sleep and The Assistant. In bringing to life his mother, Samuel G. Freedman has given all readers a
memorable heroine.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Ryerson:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Who She Was: My Search for My
Mother's Life will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Teresa Powers:

The reason why? Because this Who She Was: My Search for My Mother's Life is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Ann Bland:

Who She Was: My Search for My Mother's Life can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Who She Was: My Search
for My Mother's Life however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Irma Cook:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
reading a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Who
She Was: My Search for My Mother's Life which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.
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