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During his 800 days of war, Nikolai Litvin fought at the front lines in the ferocious tank battles at Kursk, was
wounded three times, and witnessed unspeakable brutalities against prisoners and civilians. But he survived
to pen this brief but powerful memoir of his wartime experiences.

Barely out of his teens, Litvin served for three years in the Red Army on the killing fields of the Eastern
Front. His memoir presents an unadorned, candid narrative of the common soldier's lot in Stalin's army.
Unlike the memoirs of Russian officers—usually preoccupied with large military operations and political
concerns—this narrative offers a true ground-level view of World War II's deadliest theater. It puts a
begrimed human face on the enormous toll of casualties and provides a rare perspective on battles that were
instrumental in the defeat of the German army.

Litvin's varied roles, ranging from antitank gunner at Kursk to heavy machine gunner in a penal battalion to
staff driver for the 352nd Rifle Division, offer unique perspectives on the Red Army in World War II as it
fought from the Ukraine deep into the German heartland. Litvin documents such significant battles as
Operation Kutuzov, Operation Bagration, and the German counterattack on the Narev, while also providing
unique personal observations on fording the Dnepr River under enemy fire, the rape of German women by
Russian troops, and literally seeing his life pass before his eyes as he watched a Stuka's bomb fall directly on
his position. And, because part of his duties involved chauffeuring Red Army generals, he also presents
revealing glimpses into their personalities and behaviors.

Originally written in 1962, with events still fresh in his mind, Litvin's memoir lay unpublished and unseen
until translator Stuart Britton and a Russian colleague approached him about publishing it in English. Britton
interviewed Litvin to flesh out the details of his original recollection and annotated the resulting work to
provide historical context for the campaigns and battles in which he participated. Remarkably free of Soviet-
era propaganda, this gem of a memoir provides a view of the war never seen by western readers, including
photographs from Litvin's personal collection.

An invaluable historical document, as well as a remarkable testament of survival, Litvin's memoir offers
unique and penetrating insights into the Soviet wartime experience unavailable in any other source.
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From reader reviews:

William Murphy:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This 800 Days on the Eastern Front: A
Russian Soldier Remembers World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jane Abraham:

800 Days on the Eastern Front: A Russian Soldier Remembers World War II (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will
put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing 800 Days on the Eastern Front: A Russian Soldier
Remembers World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Gail Boutwell:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book 800 Days on the Eastern Front: A Russian
Soldier Remembers World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book 800 Days on the Eastern Front: A Russian Soldier
Remembers World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Maria Kim:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book 800 Days on the Eastern Front: A Russian Soldier Remembers World
War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book 800 Days on the Eastern Front: A Russian
Soldier Remembers World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). You can more desirable than now.
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