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Motorists traveling along State Highway 104 north of Tucumcari, New Mexico, may notice a sign indicating
the location of Fort Bascom. The post itself is long gone, its adobe walls washed away. In 1863, the United
States, fearing a second Confederate invasion of New Mexico Territory from Texas, built Fort Bascom. Until
1874, the troops stationed at this site on the Eroded Plains along the Canadian River defended Hispanic and
Anglo-American settlements in eastern New Mexico and far western Texas against Comanches and other
Southern Plains Indians.

In Fort Bascom, James Bailey Blackshear presents the definitive history of this critical outpost in the
American Southwest, along with a detailed view of army life on the late-nineteenth-century western frontier.
Located in the middle of what General William T. Sherman called “an awful country,” Fort Bascom’s
hardships went beyond the army’s efforts to control the Comanches and Kiowas. Blackshear shows the
difficulties of maintaining a post in a harsh environment where scarce water and forage, long supply lines,
poorly constructed facilities, and monotonous duty tested soldiers’ endurance.

Fort Bascom also describes the social aspects of a frontier assignment and the impact of the Comanchero
trade on military personnel and objectives, showing just how difficult it was for the army to subdue the
Southern Plains Indians. Crucial to this enterprise were logistics, including procurement from civilian
contractors of everything from beef to hay. Blackshear examines the strong links between New Mexican
Comancheros and Comanches, detailing how the lure of illegal profits drew former military personnel into
this black-market economy and revealing the influence of the Comanchero trade on Southwestern history.

This first full account of the unique challenges soldiers faced on the Texas frontier during and after the Civil
War restores Fort Bascom to its rightful place in the history of the U.S. military and of U.S.-Indian relations
in the American Southwest.
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From reader reviews:

Sean Scruggs:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Fort Bascom: Soldiers, Comancheros, and Indians in the Canadian River Valley, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
guide.

Archie Williams:

Typically the book Fort Bascom: Soldiers, Comancheros, and Indians in the Canadian River Valley has a lot
of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Thelma Martin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. Fort Bascom: Soldiers, Comancheros, and Indians in the Canadian River Valley can
be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Joan Hanson:

You will get this Fort Bascom: Soldiers, Comancheros, and Indians in the Canadian River Valley by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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