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Throughout his philosophical career, Eric Voegelin had much to say about literature in both his published

work and his private letters. Many of his most trenchant comments regarding the analysis of literature appear

in his correspondence with critic Robert Heilman, and, through his familiarity with that exchange, Charles

Embry has gained extraordinary insight into Voegelin’s literary views.

The Philosopher and the Storyteller is the first book-length study of the literary dimensions of Voegelin’s

philosophy—and the first to use his philosophy to read specific novels. Bringing to bear a thorough

familiarity with both Voegelin and great literature, Embry shows that novels—like myths, philosophy, and

religious texts—participate in the human search for the truth of existence, and that reading literature within a

Voegelinian framework exposes the existential and philosophical dimensions of those works.

Embry focuses on two key elements of Voegelin’s philosophy as important for reading literature: metaxy,

the in-between of human consciousness, and metalepsis, human participation in the community of being. He

shows how Voegelin’s philosophy in general is rooted in literary-symbolic interpretation and, therefore,

provides a foundation for the interpretation of literature. And finally he explores Voegelin’s insistence that

the soundness of literary criticism lies in the consciousness of the reader.

Embry then offers Voegelinian readings that vividly illustrate the principles of this approach. First he

considers Graham Swift’s Waterland as an example of the human search for meaning in the modern world,

then he explores the deformation and recovery of reality in Heimito von Doderer’s long and complex novel

The Demons, and finally he examines how Flannery O’Connor’s The Violent Bear It Away mythically

expresses the flux of divine presence in what Voegelin calls the Time of the Tale.

The Philosopher and the Storyteller unites fiction and philosophy in the common quest to understand our

nature, our world, and our cosmos. A groundbreaking exploration of the connection between Voegelin and

twentieth-century literature, this book opens a new window on the philosopher’s thought and will motivate

readers to study other novels in light of this approach.
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From reader reviews:

John Valdez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Philosopher and the Storyteller: Eric Voegelin and Twentieth-Century Literature (ERIC VOEGELIN
INST SERIES).

Bernard Walker:

The guide with title The Philosopher and the Storyteller: Eric Voegelin and Twentieth-Century Literature
(ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Larry Artz:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely The Philosopher and the Storyteller: Eric Voegelin and Twentieth-Century
Literature (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES).

Beverly Thomas:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Philosopher and the
Storyteller: Eric Voegelin and Twentieth-Century Literature (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES), you may
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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