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The most significant conquest of the twentieth century may well have been the triumph of American
consumer society over Europe's bourgeois civilization. It is this little-understood but world-shaking
campaign that unfolds in Irresistible Empire, Victoria de Grazia's brilliant account of how the American
standard of living defeated the European way of life and achieved the global cultural hegemony that is both
its great strength and its key weakness today.

De Grazia describes how, as America's market empire advanced with confidence through Europe, spreading
consumer-oriented capitalism, all alternative strategies fell before it--first the bourgeois lifestyle, then the
Third Reich's command consumption, and finally the grand experiment of Soviet-style socialist planning.
Tracing the peculiar alliance that arrayed New World salesmanship, statecraft, and standardized goods
against the Old World's values of status, craft, and good taste, Victoria de Grazia follows the United States'
market-driven imperialism through a vivid series of cross-Atlantic incursions by the great inventions of
American consumer society. We see Rotarians from Duluth in the company of the high bourgeoisie of
Dresden; working-class spectators in ramshackle French theaters conversing with Garbo and Bogart;
Stetson-hatted entrepreneurs from Kansas in the midst of fussy Milanese shoppers; and, against the backdrop
of Rome's Spanish Steps and Paris's Opera Comique, Fast Food in a showdown with advocates for Slow
Food. Demonstrating the intricacies of America's advance, de Grazia offers an intimate and historical
dimension to debates over America's exercise of soft power and the process known as Americanization. She
raises provocative questions about the quality of the good life, democracy, and peace that issue from the
vaunted victory of mass consumer culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tiller:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Irresistible Empire: America's Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe.
Try to face the book Irresistible Empire: America's Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe as your pal.
It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Irene Gonzales:

With other case, little folks like to read book Irresistible Empire: America's Advance through Twentieth-
Century Europe. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a new book Irresistible Empire: America's Advance through Twentieth-Century
Europe. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Jonathan Sanders:

The guide untitled Irresistible Empire: America's Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Irresistible Empire: America's
Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Major Talley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Irresistible Empire: America's Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe when you
required it?
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