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Mystical Dimensions of Islam presents, for the first time, a balanced historical treatment of the transnational
phenomenon of Sufism—Islamic mysticism—from its beginnings through the nineteenth century. Through
her sensitivity and deep understanding of the subject, Annemarie Schimmel, an eminent scholar of Eastern
religions, draws the reader into the mood, the vision, the way of the Sufi in a manner that adds an essential
ingredient to her analysis of the history of Sufism.

After exploring the origins of the mystical movement in the meditations of orthodox Muslims on the Koran
and the prophetic tradition, the author then discusses the development of its different stages, including
classical voluntarism and postclassical theosophical mystical trends. Particular emphasis is placed on
spiritual education, the different ways of leading the mystic toward the existential realization of the profound
mystery of the profession of faith that "there is no deity but God." Sufi psychology and Sufi orders and
fraternities are comprehensively explored.

Through an examination of mystical anthropology, which culminates in the veneration of the prophet and the
saints, the questions of free will and predestination, of good and evil, are implied. The main burden of the
text, however, is Sufism as reflected in Islamic poetry, and Professor Schimmel examines the various aspects
of mystical poetry in Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Sindhi, Panjabi, and Pashto. The author skillfully
demonstrates how Sufi ideals permeated the whole fabric of Muslim life, providing the average
Muslim—villager or intellectual—with the virtues of perfect trust in God and the loving surrender to God's
will.

Professor Schimmel's long acquaintance with Turkey, Iran, and the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent provides a
unique emphasis to the study, and the author's personal knowledge of Sufi practice in these regions lends a
contemporary relevance to her work.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Llamas:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Mystical Dimensions of Islam.

Matthew Ramey:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a reserve. The book Mystical Dimensions of Islam it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Rosemary Perez:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Mystical Dimensions of Islam this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Rhonda Lanham:

You can find this Mystical Dimensions of Islam by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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