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"It didn't occur to me until fairly late in the work that | was writing a book about the beginnings of a national
celebrity culture. By 1860, afew boxers had become heroes to working-class men, and big fights drew
considerable newspaper coverage, most of it quite negative since the whole enterprise was illegal. But a
generation later, toward the end of the century, the great John L. Sullivan of Boston had become the nation's
first true sports celebrity, an American icon. The likes of poet Vachel Lindsay and novelist Theodore Dreiser
lionized him?Dreiser called him 'a sort of prize fighting J. P. Morgan'?and Ernest Thompson Seton, founder
of the Boy Scouts, noted approvingly that he never met alad who would not rather be Sullivan than Leo
Tolstoy."?”from the Afterword to the Updated Edition

Elliott J. Gorn's The Manly Art tells the story of boxing's origins and the sport's place in American culture.
When first published in 1986, the book helped shape the ways historians write about American sport and
culture, expanding scholarly boundaries by exploring masculinity as an historical subject and by suggesting
that social categories like gender, class, and ethnicity can be understood only in relation to each other.

This updated edition of Gorn's highly influential history of the early prize rings features a new afterword, the
author's meditation on the ways in which studies of sport, gender, and popular culture have changed in the
quarter century since the book was first published. An up-to-date bibliography ensures that The Manly Art
will remain avital resource for a new generation.
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From reader reviews:
James Crow:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Manly Art: Bare-
Knuckle Prize Fighting in America? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have different opinion?

Stephanie Wilkes:

This The Manly Art: Bare-Knuckle Prize Fighting in America book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information you
will get. Thiskind of The Manly Art: Bare-Knuckle Prize Fighting in America without we understand teach
the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Manly Art:
Bare-Knuckle Prize Fighting in America can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves
become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Manly Art: Bare-
Knuckle Prize Fighting in America having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Princess Bequette:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Manly Art: Bare-Knuckle Prize Fighting in America book is readable
by simply you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without |eaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving The Manly Art: Bare-Knuckle Prize Fighting in America content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different by means of it. So, do you continue to thinking The Manly Art: Bare-Knuckle Prize Fighting in
Americais not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ronnie Chaney:

Y ou can spend your freetime you just read this book thisreserve. This The Manly Art: Bare-Knuckle Prize
Fighting in Americais simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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