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The Romans depicted the civil law as a body of rules crafted through communal deliberation for the purpose
of self-government. Yet, as Clifford Ando demonstrates in Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman
Tradition, the civil law was also an instrument of empire: many of its most characteristic features developed
in response to the challenges posed when the legal system of Rome was deployed to embrace, incorporate,
and govern people and cultures far afield.

Ando studies the processes through which lawyers at Rome grappled with the legal pluralism resulting from
imperial conquests. He focuses primarily on the tools—most prominently analogy and fiction—used to
extend the system and enable it to regulate the lives of persons far from the minds of the original legislators,
and he traces the central place that philosophy of language came to occupy in Roman legal thought.

In the second part of the book Ando examines the relationship between civil, public, and international law.
Despite the prominence accorded public and international law in legal theory, it was civil law that provided
conceptual resources to those other fields in the Roman tradition. Ultimately it was the civil law's implication
in systems of domination outside its own narrow sphere that opened the door to its own subversion. When
political turmoil at Rome upended the institutions of political and legislative authority and effectively ended
Roman democracy, the concepts and language that the civil law supplied to the project of Republican empire
saw their meanings transformed. As a result, forms of domination once exercised by Romans over others
were inscribed in the workings of law at Rome, henceforth to be exercised by the Romans over themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Law, Language, and Empire in the
Roman Tradition (Empire and After) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Carolyn Livingston:

Often the book Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) will bring one to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman
Tradition (Empire and After) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Mary Ponce:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition
(Empire and After) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Jeremy Gable:

You can get this Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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