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A Huguenot on the Hackensack is the first full-length study of David Demarest, an early European settler of
northeastern New Jersey and progenitor of a large and locally influential family. The book examines
Demarest's life, the legacy of his family, and the wider "Jersey Dutch" community in which the family
played a prominent part. The book looks beneath accumulated layers of legend and older historical
interpretations to formulate a new and more realistic (and more interesting) account of Demarest's life and
legacy.

Demarest, a Huguenot (French Protestant), was born about 1620 in the French province of Picardy. He first
appears in history with the record of his marriage to Marie Sohier in Middleburg, the Netherlands, in 1643.
After marriage and the start of a family, his life unfolded in four sojourns of about a decade or a bit more:
Middleburg, 1643 to about 1651; Mannheim, Germany, from about 1651 to 1663; Staten Island and New
Harlem, 1663-78, and finally the French Patent along the Hackensack River in New Jersey, 1678 to his death
in 1693. New evidence and new interpretations provide a picture of Demarest as an ambitious and upwardly
mobile entrepreneur with an unusual talent for balancing risk and opportunity, and a dedicated churchman
and community leader under both Dutch and English rule.

The book next considers the Demarests in the eighteenth century, when the family rose to prominence in
Bergen County, played important roles in the Reformed Church in Hackensack and Schraalenburgh, and
began to spread out to other parts of the country. Recapitulating Demarest's own career as an entrepreneur
and land developer, some of his descendants settled parts of central Pennsylvania, upstate New York, and
Kentucky. Many of those who remained in New Jersey were active in public affairs and the Revolutionary
War.

By the end of the nineteenth century, enormous changes in Bergen County, including the spread of railroads
and the transition from a farming economy to a suburban one, spelled the beginning of the end for the
cohesiveness and influence of old, locally prominent Jersey Dutch families such as the Demarests. With
further economic and demographic changes following World War II, such families were subsumed into the
general population.

The book concludes with an assessment of the Demarest family's American experience, looks at how pioneer
students of Demarest family history shaped and interpreted his life and legacy against the background of
changes in American society in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and suggests what might yet
be learned about Demarest through genetic evidence and the increasing availability of digitized records.
Demarest's life and legacy are of interest not just to the large number of his descendants and the numerous
descendants of other Jersey Dutch families, but more broadly to those interested in regional history, New
Netherland, and American social history.
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From reader reviews:

Lena Drew:

The book A Huguenot on the Hackensack: David Demarest and His Legacy give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book A Huguenot on the Hackensack: David Demarest and His Legacy to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like available and read a guide A Huguenot on the Hackensack: David
Demarest and His Legacy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Nadine Taylor:

This A Huguenot on the Hackensack: David Demarest and His Legacy are usually reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Huguenot on the Hackensack: David
Demarest and His Legacy can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this A Huguenot on the Hackensack: David Demarest and His Legacy
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Nicholas Sheen:

This A Huguenot on the Hackensack: David Demarest and His Legacy is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having A Huguenot on the Hackensack: David Demarest and His Legacy in your hand
like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Kathe Waller:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Huguenot on the Hackensack: David
Demarest and His Legacy can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these



textbooks have than the others?
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