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In Comparing the Incomparable, Marcel Detienne challenges the cordoning off of disciplines that prevent us
from asking trans-cultural questions that would permit one society to shed light on another. Some years ago,
he undertook the study of "construction sites" grouped around general questions to be put to historians and
ethnologists about their particular areas of expertise. Four of these comparative experiments are presented in
the chapters of this book. The first concerns myths and practices related to the founding of cities or sacred
spaces from Africa to Japan to Ancient Greece. The second looks at "regimes of historicity" and asks why
we speak of history and what we mean by it, which leads to a comparison of cultural philosophies and of the
ways different cultures express themselves, be they oral, written, or visual. The third chapter, following in
the footsteps of comparative philologist Georges Dumézil, turns to polytheistic pantheons, arguing that we
should not only look at the gods in and of themselves but also at the relations between them. The final
section of the book examines how, from Ancient Greek democracy to the Ochollo of Ethiopia to the French
Revolution, peoples form a consciousness of themselves that translates into assembly practices. A
deliberately post-deconstructionist manifesto against the dangers of incommensurability, Detienne argues for
and engages in the constructive comparison of societies of a great temporal and spatial diversity. The result
testifies to what new and illuminating insights his comparatist method can produce.
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From reader reviews:

Lila Dixon:

Often the book Comparing the Incomparable (Cultural Memory in the Present) will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Comparing the Incomparable (Cultural Memory in the
Present) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Mildred Bostwick:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Comparing the Incomparable
(Cultural Memory in the Present).

Colin Rousey:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Comparing the Incomparable (Cultural Memory in the
Present) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

Frank Godwin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. Comparing the Incomparable (Cultural Memory in the Present) can be your answer given it
can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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