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In 1974, not long after developing the first universal optical character recognition technology, Raymond
Kurzweil struck up a conversation with a blind man on a flight. Kurzweil explained that he was searching for
a use for his new software. The blind man expressed interest: One of the frustrating obstacles that blind
people grappled with, he said, was that no computer program could translate text into speech. Inspired by
this chance meeting, Kurzweil decided that he must put his new innovation to work to "overcome this
principal handicap of blindness." By 1976, he had built a working prototype, which he dubbed the Kurzweil
Reading Machine.

This type of innovation demonstrated the possibilities of computers to dramatically improve the lives of
people living with disabilities. In Making Computers Accessible, Elizabeth R. Petrick tells the compelling
story of how computer engineers and corporations gradually became aware of the need to make computers
accessible for all people. Motivated by user feedback and prompted by legislation such as the Americans
with Disabilities Act, which offered the promise of equal rights via technological accommodation,
companies developed sophisticated computerized devices and software to bridge the accessibility gap.

People with disabilities, Petrick argues, are paradigmatic computer users, demonstrating the personal
computer’s potential to augment human abilities and provide for new forms of social, professional, and
political participation. Bridging the history of technology, science and technology studies, and disability
studies, this book traces the psychological, cultural, and economic evolution of a consumer culture aimed at
individuals with disabilities, who increasingly rely on personal computers to make their lives richer and more
interconnected.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

Within other case, little people like to read book Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and
Digital Technology. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important the book Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital Technology. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Larry Witcher:

The experience that you get from Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital Technology
will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Making Computers Accessible: Disability
Rights and Digital Technology giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
kind of Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital Technology instantly.

Susan Crowell:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Making Computers
Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital Technology suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well known writer in this era. The book untitled Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital
Technologyis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know
just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world within this book.

Gary Simms:

The e-book with title Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital Technology has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this



anywhere you want.
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