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Sima Qian (first century BCE), the author of Record of the Historian (Shiji), is China's earliest and best-
known historian, and his "Letter to Ren An" is the most famous letter in Chinese history. In the letter, Sima
Qian explains his decision to finish his life's work, the first comprehensive history of China, instead of
honorably committing suicide following his castration for "deceiving the emperor." In the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries, some scholars have queried the authenticity of the letter. Is it a genuine piece of
writing by Sima Qian or an early work of literary impersonation? The Letter to Ren An and Sima Qian's
Legacy provides a full translation of the letter and uses different methods to explore issues in textual history.
It also shows how ideas about friendship, loyalty, factionalism, and authorship encoded in the letter have far-
reaching implications for the study of China.
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From reader reviews:

Edith Macklin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Letter to Ren An
and Sima Qian's Legacy. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Ilene Cody:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Letter to Ren An
and Sima Qian's Legacy book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Antoinette Lefebre:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely The Letter to Ren An and Sima Qian's Legacy. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review
this guide you can get many advantages.

Hoa Gilkey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of
them is this The Letter to Ren An and Sima Qian's Legacy.
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