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In the depths of the Great Depression, when foreclosure rates skyrocketed across the United States, more
than two dozen states passed mortgage-extension or -adjustment laws to help farmers and homeowners keep
their properties. One such statute in Minnesota led to the most important property law case of its time and
still casts a long shadow upon constitutional debates and our own era's severe economic downturn.

Fighting Foreclosure marks the first book-length study of the landmark 1934 Supreme Court decision in
Home Building and Loan Association v. Blaisdell, which, by a 5-4 vote, upheld the Minnesota Mortgage
Moratorium Act. On the one hand, Blaisdell validated efforts by states to offer legislative relief to citizens
struggling to keep their farms and homes. On the other, it caused an outcry among banking interests and
conservative legal theorists, who argued that these laws violated the Contract Clause of the Constitution and
interfered with our free market system.

In his majority opinion, Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes argued that the reasonable and limited nature of
the law and the unusual severity of the emergency it addressed placed it firmly within the "police powers" of
the states to protect the health and safety of the people. In a strongly worded dissent, Justice George
Sutherland argued for a consistent and strict interpretation of the Contract Clause regardless of economic
exigency.

John Fliter and Derek Hoff provide a concise history and analysis of not only this landmark case and the
reasoning behind its sharply divided decision but also of the entire history of the Contract Clause. They trace
closely the agricultural crisis, political pressures, and farmer-protest movement that produced the Minnesota
law. And their study contributes to scholarly debate about the origins of the Constitutional Revolution of
1937, by which the Supreme Court accepted the New Deal, as well as to public debates about constitutional
interpretation and the role that government should play in providing relief to distressed citizens.

In the midst of our nation's ongoing suffering from massive foreclosures and bankruptcies, Fighting
Foreclosure also offers a potent reminder that the High Court's decisions often revolve around lives at risk as
much as abstract legal debates.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

The book Fighting Foreclosure: The Blaisdell Case, the Contract Clause, and the Great Depression
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Fighting
Foreclosure: The Blaisdell Case, the Contract Clause, and the Great Depression (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve
Fighting Foreclosure: The Blaisdell Case, the Contract Clause, and the Great Depression (Landmark Law
Cases & American Society). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Christopher Pruett:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Fighting Foreclosure: The Blaisdell Case, the Contract Clause, and the Great
Depression (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) book is readable by means of you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Fighting Foreclosure:
The Blaisdell Case, the Contract Clause, and the Great Depression (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Fighting
Foreclosure: The Blaisdell Case, the Contract Clause, and the Great Depression (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

William Glover:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them
is this Fighting Foreclosure: The Blaisdell Case, the Contract Clause, and the Great Depression (Landmark
Law Cases & American Society).



Homer Gardner:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Fighting Foreclosure: The Blaisdell Case, the Contract Clause, and the
Great Depression (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can make you feel more interested to read.
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