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Famine remains one of the worst calamities that can befall a society. Mass starvation--whether it is inflicted
by drought or engineered by misguided or genocidal economic policies--devastates families, weakens the
social fabric, and undermines political stability. Cormac Ó Gráda, the acclaimed author who chronicled the
tragic Irish famine in books like Black '47 and Beyond, here traces the complete history of famine from the
earliest records to today.

Combining powerful storytelling with the latest evidence from economics and history, Ó Gráda explores the
causes and profound consequences of famine over the past five millennia, from ancient Egypt to the killing
fields of 1970s Cambodia, from the Great Famine of fourteenth-century Europe to the famine in Niger in
2005. He enriches our understanding of the most crucial and far-reaching aspects of famine, including the
roles that population pressure, public policy, and human agency play in causing famine; how food markets
can mitigate famine or make it worse; famine's long-term demographic consequences; and the successes and
failures of globalized disaster relief. Ó Gráda demonstrates the central role famine has played in the
economic and political histories of places as different as Ukraine under Stalin, 1940s Bengal, and Mao's
China. And he examines the prospects of a world free of famine.

This is the most comprehensive history of famine available, and is required reading for anyone concerned
with issues of economic development and world poverty.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohan:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Famine: A Short History that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Famine: A Short History become your personal starter.

Shane Webb:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Famine: A Short History why because the great cover that make you consider
in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jesse Reid:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Famine: A Short History can give you a lot of
buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Famine: A Short History.

Dawn Campbell:

You may get this Famine: A Short History by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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