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Shinsengumi: The Shogun's last Samurai Corps is the true story of the notorious
samurai corps formed in 1863 to arrest or kill the enemies of the Tokugawa
Shogun. The only book in English about the Shinsengumi, it focuses on the
corps' two charismatic leaders, Kondo Isami and Hijikata Toshizo, both
impeccable swordsmen. It is a history-in-brief of the final years of the
Bakufu, which collapsed in 1867 with the restoration of Imperial rule. In
writing Shinsengumi, Hillsborough referred mostly to
Japanese-language primary sources, including letters, memoirs, journals,
interviews, and eyewitness accounts, as well as definitive biographies and
histories of the era.                               

The fall of the shogun's government (Tokugawa Bakufu, or simply Bakufu) in
1868, which had ruled Japan for over two and a half centuries, was the greatest
event in modern Japanese history.

The revolution, known as the Meiji Restoration, began with the violent
reaction of samurai to the Bakufu's decision in 1854 to open the theretofore
isolated country to "Western barbarians." Though opening the country was
unavoidable, it was seen as a sign of weakness by the samurai who clamored to
"expel the barbarians."

Those samurai plotted to overthrow the shogun and restore the holy emperor
to his ancient seat of power. Screaming "heaven's revenge," they wielded their
swords with a vengeance upon those loyal to the shogun.

They unleashed a wave of terror at the center of the revolution - the
emperor's capital of Kyoto. Murder and assassination were rampant. By the end
of 1862, hordes of renegade samurai, called ronin,
had transformed the streets of the Imperial Capital into a "sea of blood."

The shogun's administrators were desperate to stop the terror. A band of
expert swordsmen was formed. It was given the name Shinsengumi ("Newly
Selected Corps") - and commissioned to eliminate the ronin and
other enemies of the Bakufu.

With unrestrained brutality bolstered by an official sanction to kill, the
Shinsengumi soon became the shogun's most dreaded security force.

In this vivid historical narrative of the Shinsengumi, the only one in the English language,
author Romulus Hillsborough paints a provocative and thrilling picture of this
most fascinating period in Japanese history.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last
Samurai Corps. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Theodore Huff:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai
Corps seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps is not
only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Shinsengumi: The
Shogun's Last Samurai Corps. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Sheila Dickerson:

The book untitled Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Elizabeth Black:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps can make you sense more interested to
read.
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