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Civilizing Habits explores the life stories of three French women missionaries--Philippine Duchesne, Emilie
de Vialar, and Anne-Marie Javouhey--who crossed boundaries, both real and imagined, to evangelize far
from France's shores. In so doing, they helped France reestablish a global empire after the dislocation of the
Revolution and the fall of Napoleon. They also pioneered a new missionary era in which the educational,
charity, and health care services provided by women became valuable tools for spreading Catholic influence
across the globe.

Philippine Duchesne traveled to former French territory in Missouri in 1818 to proselytize among Native
Americans. Thwarted by the American policy of removing tribes even further west, she turned her attention
to girls' education on the frontier. Emilie de Vialar followed French troops to Algeria after its conquest and
opened missions throughout the Mediterranean basin in the mid-nineteenth century. Prevented from direct
evangelization, she developed strategies and subterfuges for working among Muslim populations. Anne-
Marie Javouhey evangelized among Africans in the French slave colonies, including a utopian settlement in
the wilds of French Guiana. She became a rare Catholic proponent of the abolition of slavery and a woman
designated a "great man" by the French king.

Paradoxically, through embracing religious institutions designed to shield their femininity, these women
gained increased authority to travel outside France, challenge church power, and evangelize among non-
Christians, all roles more commonly ascribed to male missionaries. Their stories teach us about the life paths
open to religious women in the nineteenth century and how both church and state benefitted from their
initiative to expand the boundaries of faith and nation.
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From reader reviews:

John Frank:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it
means that guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Civilizing Habits: Women Missionaries and the
Revival of French Empire.

Delores Saenz:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Civilizing Habits: Women
Missionaries and the Revival of French Empire will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Fred Prentice:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Civilizing Habits: Women Missionaries and the
Revival of French Empire seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Civilizing Habits:
Women Missionaries and the Revival of French Empire is not only giving you more new information but
also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book Civilizing Habits: Women Missionaries and the Revival of
French Empire. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Bonnie Wilson:

The reason? Because this Civilizing Habits: Women Missionaries and the Revival of French Empire is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I



will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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