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Anyone who has admired Gainsborough's Blue Boy of the Huntington Collection in California, or
Rembrandt's Aristotle Contemplating the Bust of Homer at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York
owes much of his or her pleasure to art dealer Joseph Duveen (1869-1939). Regarded as the most influential
or, in some circles, notorious dealer of the twentieth century, Duveen established himself selling the
European masterpieces of Titian, Botticelli, Giotto, and Vermeer to newly and lavishly wealthy American
businessmen J. P. Morgan, John D. Rockefeller, and Andrew Mellon, to name just a few. It is no
exaggeration to say that Duveen was the driving force behind every important private art collection in the
United States. The first major biography of Duveen in more than fifty years and the first to make use of his
enormous archive only recently opened to the public Meryle Secrest's Duveen traces the rapid ascent of the
tirelessly enterprising dealer, from his humble beginnings running his father's business to knighthood and
eventually apeerage. The eldest of eight sons of Jewish-Dutch immigrants, Duveen inherited an uncanny
ability to spot a hidden treasure from his father, proprietor of a prosperous antiques business. After his
father's death, Duveen moved the company into the riskier but lucrative market of paintings and quickly
became one of the world's leading art dealers. The key to Duveen's success was his simple observation that
while Europe had the art, America had the money; Duveen made his fortune by buying art from declining
European aristocrats and selling them to the "squillionaires" in the United States. "By far the best account of
Joseph Duveen's life in a biography that is rich in detail, scrupulously researched, and sympathetically
written. [Secrest's] inquiries into early-twentieth-century collecting whet our appetite for a more
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Horton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Duveen: A Life in Art book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still doubt Duveen: A Life in Art as good book not simply by the cover
but also by content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Alice Myers:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Duveen: A Life in Art this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is
why this book ideal all of you.

Owen Neri:

You can get this Duveen: A Life in Art by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Miguel Sherman:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Duveen: A Life in Art to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve
Duveen: A Life in Art can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of their time.
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