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Holy War, Martyrdom, and Terror examines the ways that Christian theology has shaped centuries of
conflict from the Jewish-Roman War of late antiquity through the First Crusade, the French Revolution, and
up to the Iraq War. By isolating one factor among the many forces that converge in war—the essential tenets
of Christian theology—Philippe Buc locates continuities in major episodes of violence perpetrated over the
course of two millennia. Even in secularized or explicitly non-Christian societies, such as the Soviet Union
of the Stalinist purges, social and political projects are tied to religious violence, and religious conceptual
structures have influenced the ways violence is imagined, inhibited, perceived, and perpetrated.

The patterns that emerge from this sweeping history upend commonplace assumptions about historical
violence, while contextualizing and explaining some of its peculiarities. Buc addresses the culturally
sanctioned logic that might lead a sane person to kill or die on principle, traces the circuitous reasoning that
permits contradictory political actions, such as coercing freedom or pardoning war atrocities, and locates
religious faith at the backbone of nationalist conflict. He reflects on the contemporary American ideology of
war—one that wages violence in the name of abstract notions such as liberty and world peace and that he
reveals to be deeply rooted in biblical notions. A work of extraordinary breadth, Holy War, Martyrdom, and
Terror connects the ancient past to the troubled present, showing how religious ideals of sacrifice and
purification made violence meaningful throughout history.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Holy War, Martyrdom, and Terror:
Christianity, Violence, and the West (Haney Foundation Series) book because this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Ellen Omalley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Holy War, Martyrdom, and Terror: Christianity, Violence,
and the West (Haney Foundation Series) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Linda Meier:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Holy War, Martyrdom, and
Terror: Christianity, Violence, and the West (Haney Foundation Series) is simple bringing you can read it in
the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Faye Bolin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. Within this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Holy War, Martyrdom, and Terror: Christianity, Violence, and the West (Haney Foundation Series)
when you essential it?
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