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Few musicals have had the impact of Lerner and Loewe's timeless classic My Fair Lady. Sitting in the
middle of an era dominated by such seminal figures as Rodgers and Hammerstein, Frank Loesser, and
Leonard Bernstein, My Fair Lady not only enjoyed critical success similar to that of its rivals but also had by
far the longest run of a Broadway musical up to that time. From 1956 to 1962, its original production played
without a break for 2,717 performances, and the show went on to be adapted into one of the most successful
movie musicals of all time in 1964, when it won eight Academy Awards. Internationally, the show also
broke records in London, and the original production toured to Russia at the height of the Cold War in an
attempt to build goodwill. It remains a staple of the musical theater canon today, an oft-staged show in
national, regional, and high school theaters across the country.

Using previously-unpublished documents, author Dominic McHugh presents a completely new, behind-the-
scenes look at the five-year creation of the show, revealing the tensions and complex relationships that went
into its making. McHugh charts the show from the aftermath of the premiere of Shaw's Pygmalion and the
playwright's persistent refusal to allow it to be made into a musical, through to the quarrel that led lyricist
Alan Jay Lerner and composer Frederick Loewe to part ways halfway through writing the show, up to
opening night and through to the present. This book is the first to shed light on the many behind-the-scenes
creative discussions that took place from casting decisions all the way through the final months of frantic
preparation leading to the premiere in March 1956. McHugh also traces sketches for the show, looking
particularly at the lines cut during the rehearsal and tryout periods, to demonstrate how Lerner evolved the
relationship between Higgins and Eliza in such a way as to maintain the delicate balance of ambiguity that
characterizes their association in the published script. He looks too at the movie version, and how the cast
album and subsequent revivals have influenced the way in which the show has been received. Overall, this
book explores why My Fair Lady continues to resonate with audiences worldwide more than fifty years after
its premiere.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wilkerson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Loverly: The Life and
Times of My Fair Lady (Broadway Legacies) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Madge Stamps:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Loverly: The Life
and Times of My Fair Lady (Broadway Legacies) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Loverly: The Life and Times of My Fair Lady (Broadway
Legacies)is the one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Anna Lewis:

Often the book Loverly: The Life and Times of My Fair Lady (Broadway Legacies) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Loverly: The Life and
Times of My Fair Lady (Broadway Legacies) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William Rocha:

Exactly why? Because this Loverly: The Life and Times of My Fair Lady (Broadway Legacies) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.
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