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The first of its kind in English, this anthology presents translations of twenty-two popular plays published
between 1919 and 2000, accompanied by an introduction to the historical, cultural, and aesthetic evolution of
twentieth-century Chinese spoken drama. Primarily comprising works from the People's Republic of China,
though including representative plays from Hong Kong and Taiwan, this collection showcases more than the
revolutionary rethinking of Chinese theater and performance that began in the late Qing dynasty. It also
reflects the formation of Chinese national and gender identities during a period of tremendous social and
political change, as well as the genesis of contemporary attitudes toward the West.

Early twentieth-century Chinese drama embodies the uncertainty and anxiety brought on by modernism,
socialism, political conflict, and war. After 1949, the PRC theater paints a complex portrait of the rise of
Communism in China, with the ideals of Chinese socialism juxtaposed against the sacrifices made for a new
society. The Cultural Revolution promoted a "model theater" cultivated from the achievements of earlier,
leftist spoken drama, despite the fact that this theater arose from the destruction of old culture. Post-Mao
drama addresses the Chairman's legacy and the attempts of a wounded nation to reexamine its cultural roots.
Taiwan's spoken drama uniquely synthesizes regional and foreign traditions, and Hong Kong's spoken drama
sparkles as a hybrid of Chinese and Western influences. Immensely valuable for scholars of cross-
disciplinary, comparative, and performance study, this anthology offers essential perspective on the
theatricality and representation of political life.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Ely:

This The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese
Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese
Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) having very good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Michael Canton:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Columbia Anthology of Modern
Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Charles Massie:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on
Asia) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer involving The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead
Books on Asia) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Columbia
Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Candace Hernandez:

This The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is new way for you
who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this The Columbia
Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can be the light food to suit your needs



because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that
is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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