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Occupying much of imperial China’s Yangzi River heartland and costing more than twenty million lives, the
Taiping Rebellion (1851-64) was no ordinary peasant revolt. What most distinguished this dramatic upheaval
from earlier rebellions were the spiritual beliefs of the rebels. The core of the Taiping faith focused on the
belief that Shangdi, the high God of classical China, had chosen the Taiping leader, Hong Xiuquan, to
establish his Heavenly Kingdom on Earth.

How were the Taiping rebels, professing this new creed, able to mount their rebellion and recruit multitudes
of followers in their sweep through the empire? Thomas Reilly argues that the Taiping faith, although
kindled by Protestant sources, developed into a dynamic new Chinese religion whose conception of its
sovereign deity challenged the legitimacy of the Chinese empire. The Taiping rebels denounced the divine
pretensions of the imperial title and the sacred character of the imperial office as blasphemous usurpations of
Shangdi’s title and position. In place of the imperial institution, the rebels called for restoration of the
classical system of kingship. Previous rebellions had declared their contemporary dynasties corrupt and
therefore in need of revival; the Taiping, by contrast, branded the entire imperial order blasphemous and in
need of replacement.

In this study, Reilly emphasizes the Christian elements of the Taiping faith, showing how Protestant
missionaries built on earlier Catholic efforts to translate Christianity into a Chinese idiom. Prior studies of
the rebellion have failed to appreciate how Hong Xiuquan’s interpretation of Christianity connected the
Taiping faith to an imperial Chinese cultural and religious context. The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom shows
how the Bible--in particular, a Chinese translation of the Old Testament--profoundly influenced Hong and
his followers, leading them to understand the first three of the Ten Commandments as an indictment of the
imperial order. The rebels thus sought to destroy imperial culture along with its institutions and Confucian
underpinnings, all of which they regarded as blasphemous. Strongly iconoclastic, the Taiping followers
smashed religious statues and imperially approved icons throughout the lands they conquered. By such
actions the Taiping Rebellion transformed--at least for its followers but to some extent for all Chinese--how
Chinese people thought about religion, the imperial title and office, and the entire traditional imperial and
Confucian order.

This book makes a major contribution to the study of the Taiping Rebellion and to our understanding of the
ideology of both the rebels and the traditional imperial order they opposed. It will appeal to scholars in the
fields of Chinese history, religion, and culture and of Christian theology and church history.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

The book The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (China Program Books)
will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (China Program Books) is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

David Dugas:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy
of Empire (China Program Books) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Keiko Whitchurch:

This The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (China Program Books) is
great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great
arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy
of Empire (China Program Books) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Eileen Matherly:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (China
Program Books) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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