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Jeffrey Kripal here recounts the spectacular history of Esalen, the institute that has long been a world leader
in alternative and experiential education and stands today at the center of the human potential movement.
Forged in the literary and mythical leanings of the Beat Generation, inspired in the lecture halls of Stanford
by radical scholars of comparative religion, the institute was the remarkable brainchild of Michael Murphy
and Richard Price.
 
Set against the heady backdrop of California during the revolutionary 1960s, Esalen recounts in fascinating
detail how these two maverick thinkers sought to fuse the spiritual revelations of the East with the scientific
revolutions of the West, or to combine the very best elements of Zen Buddhism, Western psychology, and
Indian yoga into a decidedly utopian vision that rejected the dogmas of conventional religion. In their
religion of no religion, the natural world was just as crucial as the spiritual one, science and faith not only
commingled but became staunch allies, and the enlightenment of the body could lead to the full realization of
our development as human beings.
 
 “An impressive new book. . . . [Kripal] has written the definitive intellectual history of the ideas behind the
institute.”—San Francisco Chronicle
 
“Kripal examines Esalen’s extraordinary history and evocatively describes the breech birth of Murphy and
Price’s brainchild. His real achievement, though, is effortlessly synthesizing a dizzying array of dissonant
phenomena (Cold War espionage, ecstatic religiosity), incongruous pairings (Darwinism, Tantric sex), and
otherwise schizy ephemera (psychedelic drugs, spaceflight) into a cogent, satisfyingly complete
narrative.”—Atlantic Monthly
 
“Kripal has produced the first all-encompassing history of Esalen: its intellectual, social, personal, literary
and spiritual passages. Kripal brings us up-to-date and takes us deep beneath historical surfaces in this
definitive, elegantly written book.”—Playboy
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From reader reviews:

Lottie Jowers:

The book Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Esalen: America and the
Religion of No Religion? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Debbie Jones:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is rather advantages for you. The guide Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Esalen: America and the
Religion of No Religion. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Karen Horton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Esalen: America
and the Religion of No Religion book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Richard Kowalski:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion book is readable by means of
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of
Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?
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