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Billions of fresh-cut flowers are flown into the United States every year, allowing Americans to choose from
a broad array of blooms regardless of the season. Favored Flowers is a lively investigation of the worldwide
production and distribution of fresh-cut flowers and their consumption in the New York metropolitan area. In
an ethnography filled with roses, orchids, and gerberas, flower auctions, new hybrids, and new logistical
systems, Catherine Ziegler unravels the economic and cultural strands of the global flower market. She
provides an historical overview of the development of the cut flower industry in New York from the late
nineteenth century to 1970, and on to its ultimate transformation from a domestic to a global industry. As she
points out, cut flowers serve no utilitarian purpose; rather, they signal consumers’ social and cultural
decisions about expressing love, mourning, status, and identity. Ziegler shows how consumer behavior and
choices have changed over time and how they are shaped by the media, by the types of available flowers, and
by flower retailing.

Ziegler interviewed more than 250 people as she followed flowers along the full length of the commodity
chain, from cuttings in Europe and Latin America to vases in and around New York. She examines the daily
experiences of flower growers in the Netherlands and Ecuador, two leading exporters of flowers to the
United States. Primary focus, though, is on others in the commodity chain: exporters, importers, wholesalers,
and retailers. She follows their activities as they respond to changing competition, supply, and consumer
behavior in a market characterized by risk, volatility, and imperfect knowledge. By tracing changes in the
wholesale and retail systems, she shows the recent development of two complementary commodity chains in
New York and the United States generally. One leads to a high-end luxury market served by specialty florists
and designers, and the other to a lower-priced mass market served by chain groceries, corner delis, and retail
superstores.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Williams:

The book Favored Flowers: Culture and Economy in a Global System can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Favored Flowers: Culture and Economy in a Global System? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book Favored Flowers: Culture and Economy in a Global System has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Clare Lucas:

Precisely why? Because this Favored Flowers: Culture and Economy in a Global System is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Roderick Olin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Favored Flowers: Culture and
Economy in a Global System book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Favored Flowers: Culture and Economy in a Global System as good book not just by the cover but also with
the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

George Tucker:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Favored Flowers: Culture and Economy in a Global System. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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