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What is a family? Grandparents, mom, dad, and kids around a Thanksgiving turkey? An egg mother, a womb
mother, a sperm donor, and their mutual child? Two gay men caring for their adopted son? In this
provocative essay, a leading American legal historian argues that laws about family are increasingly laws
about individuals and their right to make their own, sometimes contentious, choices.

Drawing on many revealing and sometimes colorful court cases of the past two centuries, Private Lives
offers a lively short history of the complexities of family law and family life--including the tensions between
the laws on the books and contemporary arrangements for marriage, divorce, adoption, and child rearing.
Informal common-law marriage was once widely accepted as a means to regularize property arrangements,
but it declined as the state asserted its authority to dictate who could marry and reproduce. In the twentieth
century, state attempts to control private life were swept away, most famously in the creation of "no-fault"
divorce, a system in which laws that made divorce nearly unattainable were circumvented.

Private life, the author argues, as a legitimate sphere, was once basically confined to life in nuclear families;
but the modern law of "privacy" extends the accepted zone of intimate relations. The omnipresence of the
media and our fascination with celebrity test the boundaries of public and private life. Meanwhile, laws
about cohabitation and civil unions, among others, suggest that family and commitment, in their many forms,
remain powerful ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Freed:

Private Lives: Families, Individuals, and the Law can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Private Lives: Families,
Individuals, and the Law yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial imagining.

Erma Ward:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you personally is Private Lives: Families, Individuals, and the Law this publication
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Vincent Mireles:

Beside this particular Private Lives: Families, Individuals, and the Law in your phone, it might give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Private Lives: Families, Individuals, and the Law because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Donald Barber:

You can find this Private Lives: Families, Individuals, and the Law by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways
for you.
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