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One of the most striking parts of Robert Penn Warren's novel All the King's Men is Chapter 4, in which
narrator Jack Burden tells the story of his distant relative Cass Mastern. A Confederate soldier, Mastern
betrays his best friend by falling in love with the man's wife and then out of guilt tries repeatedly to get killed
in battle but ironically becomes a hero for his daring, before finally attaining a mortal wound. In The Cass
Mastern Material, James A. Perkins fully explores how this episode supplies the crucial piece to a puzzle
surrounding Warren's novel, tracing the story's evolution through several versions and genres over almost
twenty years.

Found here are both the earliest, short-story rendition of the Cass Mastern episode, originally published in
1944, and Warren's final dramatic version, completed in 1961 and now made available in print for the first
time. The play was finally staged in 1999, and Perkins appends related letters, production notes, and an
interview that provide a context for understanding the work's importance in Warren's career. "I have always
felt that the section is central to [All the King's Men]," Warren wrote, concerning the Cass Mastern material.
In a revolutionary reading of the novel, Perkins argues that the section provides the key to unlocking the
mystery of Jack Burden's paternity.

This unique volume affords a view of Warren's restless creative process and throws new light on the story
that formed the crux of his greatest novel -- a story he apparently never felt he had exhausted.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Nault:

This The Cass Mastern Material: The Core of Robert Penn Warren's "All the King's Men" (Southern Literary
Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The
Cass Mastern Material: The Core of Robert Penn Warren's "All the King's Men" (Southern Literary Studies)
can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a
person with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Cass
Mastern Material: The Core of Robert Penn Warren's "All the King's Men" (Southern Literary Studies)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Willie Carlos:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Cass Mastern Material: The Core of Robert Penn
Warren's "All the King's Men" (Southern Literary Studies) can be very good book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Jesica Simon:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Cass Mastern Material: The Core of Robert Penn Warren's "All the
King's Men" (Southern Literary Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Harold Young:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Cass Mastern Material: The Core of Robert
Penn Warren's "All the King's Men" (Southern Literary Studies) can give you a lot of close friends because
by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you



information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Cass Mastern Material: The Core of Robert Penn Warren's
"All the King's Men" (Southern Literary Studies).
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