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FEMINISM IN PHILADELPHIA: THE GLORY YEARS, 1968-1982 interweaves the history of feminism
in Philadelphia with the broad themes and trajectory of the “second wave” feminist movement. Although
second wave feminism is largely remembered in terms of its national leaders, it would never have changed
so many hearts and minds, would never have transformed our society without the efforts of so many women
in local communities working tirelessly for gender justice. Recently, much of the original research (rather
than analysis and critique of existing narratives) has been found primarily in regional and local histories,
such as FEMINISM IN PHILADELPHIA which focuses on the major player, Philadelphia NOW. Although
there were other feminist organizations active in Philadelphia in the 1970’s, there were none with the
influence and staying power of NOW. An analysis of local NOW chapters reveals a more complex, nuanced
picture than that found in the national histories of NOW. NOW chapters around the country varied
depending upon the style and priorities of their members with the chapter unit serving as a safety valve for
defusing political and personal conflicts. In Philadelphia the ease of forming a new chapter(only ten dues
paying members were required) functioned as a vehicle for handling political disagreements as well as
personal and racial tensions. African-American women unhappy with Philadelphia NOW’s failure to address
the interconnections of sexism and racism formed a neighborhood chapter, Germantown NOW in 1980.
Although the stereotype of NOW as primarily a white woman’s organization contained more than a grain of
truth, many of the stereotypes held about NOW both among the general public and within the feminist
movement do not stand up to close scrutiny of the history of many local NOW chapters. Although national
NOW was embroiled in conflicts over the degree to which the organization should be a supporter of lesbian
rights, the Philadelphia chapter from the very beginning was a staunch, unwavering supporter of lesbian
rights and the first NOW chapter to elect an out lesbian as its president. Another stereotype belied by the
historical record is the notion that NOW did not care about opening job opportunities for working class
women. A major priority for Philadelphia NOW in the middle 1970’s was the struggle to desegregate “non-
traditional jobs”— those well paid blue collar jobs traditionally held by men. Philadelphia NOW provided
strong, sustained support for NOW member Penelope Brace’s long struggle against discrimination in the
Philadelphia Police Department. In addition to documenting and contextualizing the history of Philadelphia
NOW, FEMINISM IN PHILADELPHIA explores why NOW in many places was the only feminist
advocacy organization remaining in the early 1980’s. NOW’s emphasis on building a structure which
operated on all levels of government contributed to a string of major legislative victories that transformed
our society. and clearly played a role in the organization's staying power. By virtue of its geographical
proximity to the national NOW office and the personal relationships between Philadelphia activists and the
national and state leaders, the history of Philadelphia NOW is very much intertwined with that of the
national and state organizations. In the late 1970’s, virtually all sub-units of NOW were focused on the battle
for the ERA. As a consequence of the struggle to ratify the ERA and to protect abortion rights, Philadelphia
NOW shed its earlier reluctance to get directly involved in electoral politics. The ERA campaign itself
became a training ground in the basics of the political process and many NOW members, including several
from Philadelphia NOW, considered running for office. After the defeat of the ERA, the heady social
movement phase of the feminist movement came to an end, but organized feminism, despite the media
predictions of its demise, emerged stronger than ever.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

Here thing why this particular Feminism In Philadelphia: The Glory Years: Philadelphia NOW, 1968-1982
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Feminism In Philadelphia: The Glory Years: Philadelphia
NOW, 1968-1982 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no e-book that similar with Feminism In Philadelphia: The Glory Years: Philadelphia NOW,
1968-1982. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Feminism In Philadelphia: The Glory Years:
Philadelphia NOW, 1968-1982 in e-book can be your alternate.

James Smith:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Feminism In Philadelphia: The
Glory Years: Philadelphia NOW, 1968-1982 book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Herman Pruitt:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Feminism In Philadelphia: The Glory Years:
Philadelphia NOW, 1968-1982, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Sheila Robinson:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Feminism In Philadelphia: The Glory
Years: Philadelphia NOW, 1968-1982 can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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