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This study examines how debates about history during the French Revolution informed and changed the
nature of the British novel between 1790 and 1814. During these years, intersections between history,
political ideology, and fiction, as well as the various meanings of the term “history” itself, were multiple and
far reaching. Morgan Rooney elucidates these subtleties clearly and convincingly. While political writers of
the 1790s—Burke, Price, Mackintosh, Paine, Godwin, Wollstonecraft, and others—debate the historical
meaning of the Glorious Revolution as a prelude to broader ideological arguments about the significance of
the past for the present and future, novelists engage with this discourse by representing moments of the past
or otherwise vying to enlist the authority of history to further a reformist or loyalist agenda. Anti-Jacobin
novelists such as Charles Walker, Robert Bisset, and Jane West draw on Burkean historical discourse to
characterize the reform movement as ignorant of the complex operations of historical accretion. For their
part, reform-minded novelists such as Charlotte Smith, William Godwin, and Maria Edgeworth travesty
Burke’s tropes and arguments so as to undermine and then redefine the category of history. As the
Revolution crisis recedes, new novel forms such as Edgeworth’s regional novel, Lady Morgan’s national
tale, and Jane Porter’s early historical fiction emerge, but historical representation—largely the legacy of the
1790s’ novel—remains an increasingly pronounced feature of the genre. Whereas the representation of
history in the novel, Rooney argues, is initially used strategically by novelists involved in the Revolution
debate, it is appropriated in the early nineteenth century by authors such as Edgeworth, Morgan, and Porter
for other, often related ideological purposes before ultimately developing into a stable, nonpartisan,
aestheticized feature of the form as practiced by Walter Scott. The French Revolution Debate and the British
Novel, 1790–1814 demonstrates that the transformation of the novel at this fascinating juncture of British
political and literary history contributes to the emergence of the historical novel as it was first realized in
Scott’s Waverley (1814).
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Johnson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the
publication untitled The French Revolution Debate and the British Novel, 1790-1814: The Struggle for
History's Authority (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) can be excellent book to read. May
be it can be best activity to you.

Dawn Campbell:

Why? Because this The French Revolution Debate and the British Novel, 1790-1814: The Struggle for
History's Authority (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Kenton Marshall:

This The French Revolution Debate and the British Novel, 1790-1814: The Struggle for History's Authority
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The French Revolution
Debate and the British Novel, 1790-1814: The Struggle for History's Authority (Transits: Literature, Thought
& Culture, 1650-1850) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life and knowledge.



Edmund Hillman:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book The French Revolution Debate and the British Novel, 1790-1814: The Struggle for History's
Authority (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) we can consider more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The French Revolution Debate
and the British Novel, 1790-1814: The Struggle for History's Authority (Transits: Literature, Thought &
Culture, 1650-1850). You can more inviting than now.
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