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George Leslie Mackay (1844 – 1901) was the first Presbyterian missionary to northern Formosa (Qing-era
Taiwan). He served with the Canadian Presbyterian Mission. Mackay is among the best known Westerners to
have lived in Taiwan. In 1871 Mackay became the first foreign missionary to be commissioned by the
Canada Presbyterian Church (predecessor of both the Presbyterian Church in Canada and the United Church
of Canada), arriving in Taiwan on New Year's Eve, 31 December 1871.

After consulting with Dr. James Laidlaw Maxwell Sr., a medical doctor serving as a Presbyterian Church of
England missionary to southern Formosa (1865), Mackay arrived at Tamsui, northern Formosa in 1872,
which remained his home until his death in 1901. Starting with an itinerant dentistry practice amongst the
lowland aborigines, he later established churches, schools and a hospital practicing Western biomedicine. He
learned to speak vernacular Taiwanese fluently, and married Tiu Chhang-miâ known as "Minnie" in the
West, a Taiwanese woman. The churches he planted later became the Northern Synod of the present
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. In 1896, after the 1895 establishment of Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan,
Mackay met with the Japanese Governor-General of Formosa, Maresuke Nogi. Some families in Taiwan
today, particularly of lowland-aboriginal Kavalan ancestry, trace their surname ('Kai' or 'Kay') to their
family's conversion to Christianity by Mackay.

Mackay's "From Far Formosa" is considered an important early missionary ethnography of Taiwan and an
important contribution to the anthropological understanding of the culture and customs of the people of
Taiwan during that period. Mackay himself was as fascinated by the cultures and habitat he found as he was
disapproving of native practices he viewed as idolatry.

The Taiwanese language first entered written form in the nineteenth century when Mackay and his
colleagues adapted the Latin alphabet to render it phonetically. The orthography, called Pe?h-?e-j? (POJ),
meaning "vernacular writing", was used by the Presbyterian missionaries and became standard in the
indigenous Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. The first printed newspaper on the island was a church bulletin in
Taiwanese. The Presbyterians continued to use Taiwanese in their services and communications even in
years when pressure from first Japanese and then Chinese authorities was intense in suppressing public use
of the language.

Although Mackay had suffered from meningitis and malaria, he eventually died of throat cancer on June 2,
1901 in Tamsui. He was buried near Oxford College ( now Aletheia University) in Tamsui, Taiwan; more
specifically, his grave is in a small cemetery in the eastern corner of the Tamkang Middle School campus,
where his own son was buried next to him.
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From reader reviews:

Laverne Jackson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book From far Formosa the island, its
people and missions (1900). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Phyllis Greenfield:

This From far Formosa the island, its people and missions (1900) are generally reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this From far Formosa the island, its people
and missions (1900) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this From far Formosa the island, its people and
missions (1900) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Scott Marin:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this From
far Formosa the island, its people and missions (1900).

Marylouise Potter:

The book untitled From far Formosa the island, its people and missions (1900) contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice learn.
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