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What if historical fiction were understood as a disfiguring of calculus? Or poems enacting the formation and
breakdown of community as expositions of irrational numbers? What if, in other words, literary texts
possessed a kind of mathematical unconscious?

The persistence of the rhetoric of "two cultures," one scientific, the other humanities-based, obscures the
porous border and productive relationship that has long existed between literature and mathematics. In
eighteenth-century Scottish universities, geometry in particular was considered one of the humanities;
anchored in philosophy, it inculcated what we call critical thinking. But challenges to classical geometry
within the realm of mathematics obligated Scottish geometers to become more creative in their defense of
the traditional discipline; and when literary writers and philosophers incorporated these mathematical
problems into their own work, the results were not only ingenious but in some cases pioneering.

Literature After Euclid tells the story of the creative adaptation of geometry in Scotland during and after the
long eighteenth century. It argues that diverse attempts in literature and philosophy to explain or even
emulate the geometric achievements of Isaac Newton and others resulted in innovations that modify our
understanding of descriptive and bardic poetry, the aesthetics of the picturesque, and the historical novel.
Matthew Wickman's analyses of these innovations in the work of Walter Scott, Robert Burns, James
Thomson, David Hume, Thomas Reid, and other literati change how we perceive the Scottish Enlightenment
and the later, modernist ethos that purportedly relegated the "classical" Enlightenment to the dustbin of
history. Indeed, the Scottish Enlightenment's geometric imagination changes how we see literary history
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Roseann Flowers:

The book Literature After Euclid: The Geometric Imagination in the Long Scottish Enlightenment (Haney
Foundation Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Literature After Euclid: The Geometric
Imagination in the Long Scottish Enlightenment (Haney Foundation Series)? Several of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Literature After Euclid: The Geometric Imagination in the Long Scottish
Enlightenment (Haney Foundation Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

John Malcolm:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Literature After Euclid: The Geometric
Imagination in the Long Scottish Enlightenment (Haney Foundation Series) book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kristen Clifford:

The knowledge that you get from Literature After Euclid: The Geometric Imagination in the Long Scottish
Enlightenment (Haney Foundation Series) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide
inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Literature After Euclid: The Geometric Imagination in the Long Scottish Enlightenment (Haney
Foundation Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Literature
After Euclid: The Geometric Imagination in the Long Scottish Enlightenment (Haney Foundation Series)
instantly.

Shawn Young:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Literature After Euclid: The



Geometric Imagination in the Long Scottish Enlightenment (Haney Foundation Series) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you could pick Literature After Euclid: The Geometric Imagination in the Long Scottish Enlightenment
(Haney Foundation Series) become your own starter.
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