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While cataloging material in the library of the monastery of Mar Saba in 1958, Morton Smith discovered a
quotation from a letter of Clement of Alexandria copied in the end pages of a 17th century collection of the
letters of Ignatius. After more than a decade of collaborative analysis of the find, Smith published his
conclusions in 1973, setting off a firestorm of controversy in the New Testament studies guild.

In 1975, a Jesuit scholar, Quentin Quesnell, claimed the letter had been forged and implied that Smith was
the forger, moving the focus of debate off the text itself and onto Smith. Since then the pages containing the
letter have been removed from the book and possibly destroyed, while Catholic and evangelical writers, none
of whom have ever seen the pages in question, continue to claim that Smith forged the letter.

Following his death in 1991, accusations against Smith took on a considerably more personal tone,
highlighting his alleged homosexuality and by implication his dishonesty and moral perversity. Although the
question of authenticity remains unresolved, the controversy has opened a window on the intellectually
corrupt nature of apologetic New Testament studies, a subject of greater importance than the authenticity of
early Christian texts.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Ballesteros:

This book untitled Secret Gospel of Mark: morton smith, clement of alexandria and four decades of
academic burlesque to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
guide from your list.

Darlene Lewis:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Secret Gospel of Mark: morton smith,
clement of alexandria and four decades of academic burlesque, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Mohammed Strohl:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Secret Gospel of Mark: morton smith, clement of
alexandria and four decades of academic burlesque or perhaps others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Secret Gospel of Mark: morton
smith, clement of alexandria and four decades of academic burlesque to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

Luis Poole:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Secret Gospel of Mark: morton smith, clement of alexandria and four decades of academic burlesque. You
can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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