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      Death Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters examines two of the most

devastating coal mine disasters in United States history since 1928. In two southern Illinois towns only forty

miles apart, explosions killed 111 men at the Centralia No. 5 mine in 1947 and 119 men at the New Orient

No. 2 mine in West Frankfort in 1951. Robert E. Hartley and David Kenney explain the causes of the

accidents, identify who was to blame, and detail the emotional impact the disasters had on the survivors,

their families, and their communities.

Politics at the highest level of Illinois government played a critical role in the conditions that led to

the accidents. Hartley and Kenney address how safety was compromised when inspection reports were

widely ignored by state mining officials and mine company supervisors. Highlighted is the role of Driscoll

Scanlan, a state inspector at Centralia, who warned of an impending disaster but whose political enemies

shifted the blame to him, ruining his career. Hartley and Kenney also detail the New Orient No. 2 mine

explosion, the attempts at rescue, and the resulting political spin circulated by labor, management, and the

state bureaucracy. They outline the investigation, the subsequent hearings, and the efforts in Congress to

legislate greater mine safety.

Hartley and Kenney include interviews with the survivors, a summary of the investigative records,

and an analysis of the causes of both mine accidents. They place responsibility for the disasters on individual

mine owners, labor unions, and state officials, providing new interpretations not previously presented in the

literature. Augmented by twenty-nine illustrations, the volume also covers the history, culture, and ethnic

pluralism of coal mining in Illinois and the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Whittington:

The book Death Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Death
Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters? A number of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Death Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters
has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Banks:

Typically the book Death Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Death Underground: The Centralia and
West Frankfort Mine Disasters is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Pablo McNamara:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book Death Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters we can take more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Death
Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters. You can more inviting than now.

Henry Slaughter:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Death Underground: The Centralia
and West Frankfort Mine Disasters to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Death Underground: The Centralia and West
Frankfort Mine Disasters can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of this time.
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