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Big-time college sports embodies the ideals of amateurism and provides an important complement to
university education. Or so its apologists would have us believe. As Andrew Zimbalist shows in this
unprecedented analysis, college sports is really a massively commercialized industry based on activities that
are often irrelevant and even harmful to education. Zimbalist combines groundbreaking empirical research
and a talent for storytelling to provide a firm, factual basis for the many arguments that currently rage about
the goals, history, structure, incentive system, and legal architecture of college sports. He paints a picture of
a system in desperate need of reform and presents bold recommendations to chart a more sensible future.

Zimbalist begins by showing that today's problems are nothing new--that schools have been consumed for
more than a century by debates about cheating, commercialism, and the erosion of academic standards. He
then takes us into the world of the modern student athlete, explaining the incentives that, for example,
encourage star athletes to abandon college for the pros, that create such useless courses as "The Theory of
Basketball," and that lead students to ignore classes despite the astronomical odds against becoming a
professional athlete. Zimbalist discusses the economic and legal aspects of gender equity in college sports.
He assesses the economic impact of television and radio contracts and the financial rewards that come from
winning major championships. He examines the often harmful effects of corporate sponsorship and shows
that, despite such sponsorship, most schools run their athletic programs at a loss. Zimbalist also considers the
relevance of antitrust laws to college sports and asks whether student athletes are ultimately exploited by the
system.

Zimbalist's provocative recommendations include eliminating freshman eligibility for sports, restricting
coaches' access to "sneaker money" from corporations, and ending the hypocrisy about professionalism by
allowing teams to employ a quota of non-students as well as to receive funding from the pro leagues. A
mixture of lively anecdotes, hard economic data, cogent arguments, and clear analysis, Unpaid Professionals
will revitalize debate about a subject close to the hearts and minds of millions of Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Ruiz:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Unpaid Professionals: Commercialism and
Conflict in Big-Time College Sports as your daily resource information.

Tara Smith:

The publication untitled Unpaid Professionals: Commercialism and Conflict in Big-Time College Sports is
the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Unpaid Professionals:
Commercialism and Conflict in Big-Time College Sports from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Margaret Jackson:

Unpaid Professionals: Commercialism and Conflict in Big-Time College Sports can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Unpaid Professionals: Commercialism and Conflict in Big-Time College Sports however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Dawn Fernandez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Unpaid Professionals:
Commercialism and Conflict in Big-Time College Sports.
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