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Moral paragon, public servant, founding father; scoundrel, opportunist, womanizing phony: There are many
Benjamin Franklins. Now, as we celebrate the tercentenary of Franklin's birth, Jerry Weinberger reveals the
Franklin behind the many masks and shows that the real Franklin was far more remarkable than anyone has
yet discovered.

Taking the Autobiography as the key to Franklin's thought, Weinberger argues that previous assessments
have not yet probed to the bottom of Ben's famous irony and elusiveness. While others take the self-portrait
as an elder statesman's relaxed and playful retrospection, Weinberger unveils it as the window to Franklin's
deepest reflections on God, virtue, justice, equality, natural rights, love, the good life, the modern
technological project, and the place and limits of reason in politics and human experience. Along the way,
Weinberger explores Franklin's ribald humor, usually ignored or toned down by historians and critics, and
shows it to be charming-and philosophic.

Following Franklin's rhetorical twists and turns, Weinberger discovers a serious thinker who was profoundly
critical of religion, moral virtue, and political ideals and whose grasp of human folly constrained his hopes
for enlightenment and political reform. This close and amusing reading of Franklin portrays a scrupulous
dialectical philosopher, humane and wise, but more provocative and disturbing than even the most
hardboiled interpreters have taken Franklin to be a freethinking critic of Enlightenment freethinking, who
played his moral and theological cards very close to the vest.

Written for general readers who want to delve more deeply into the mind of a great man and great American,
Benjamin Franklin Unmasked shows us a massively powerful intellect lurking behind the leather-apron
countenance. This lively, witty, and revelatory book is indispensable for those who want to meet the real
Franklin.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Bynum:

The ability that you get from Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity of His Moral, Religious, and
Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) is a more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity of His Moral, Religious, and
Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this specific Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity of His Moral,
Religious, and Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) instantly.

Clinton Whitten:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the publication untitled Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity of His Moral,
Religious, and Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Anthony Hanna:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On
the Unity of His Moral, Religious, and Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

David Ramos:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity of His Moral, Religious, and Political



Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) was filled in relation to science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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