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Chiang Mai (literally, “new city”) suffered badly in the 1997 Asian financial crisis as the Northern Thai real
estate bubble collapsed along with the Thai baht, crushing dreams of a renaissance of Northern prosperity.
Years later, the ruins of the excesses of the 1990s still stain the skyline. In Ghosts of the New City, Andrew
Alan Johnson shows how the trauma of the crash, brought back vividly by the political crisis of 2006, haunts
efforts to remake the city. For many Chiang Mai residents, new developments harbor the seeds of the crash,
which manifest themselves in anxious stories of ghosts and criminals who conceal themselves behind the
city’s progressive veneer.

Hopes for rebirth and fears of decline have their roots in Thai conceptions of progress, which draw from
Buddhist and animist ideas of power and sacrality. Cities, Johnson argues, were centers where the
charismatic power of kings and animist spirits were grounded; these entities assured progress by imbuing the
space with sacred power that would avert disaster. Johnson traces such magico-religious conceptions of
potency and space from historical records through present-day popular religious practice and draws parallels
between these and secular attempts at urban revitalization.

Through a detailed ethnography of the contested ways in which academics, urban activists, spirit mediums,
and architects seek to revitalize the flagging economy and infrastructure of Chiang Mai, Johnson finds that
alongside the hope for progress there exists a discourse about urban ghosts, deadly construction sites, and the
lurking anxiety of another possible crash, a discourse that calls into question history’s upward trajectory. In
this way, Ghosts of the New City draws new connections between urban history and popular religion that
have implications far beyond Southeast Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Edna McArdle:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Ghosts of the
New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning,
and Memory)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

William Walker:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Ghosts of the New
City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Ghosts
of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory)is the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Priscilla McNeil:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory).

Carl Speed:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This publication Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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