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Written in 1595, Richard II occupies a significant place in the Shakespeare canon, marking the transition
from the earlier history plays dominated by civil war and stark power to a more nuanced representation of
the political conflicts of England's past where character and politics are inextricably intertwined. It is the first
of four connected plays--including 1 Henry IV, 2 Henry IV, and Henry V--generally considered
Shakespeare's finest history plays.
The drama of Richard II centers on the power struggle between the grandiloquent King Richard and the
plain-spoken, blunt Henry Bolingbroke, who is banished from Britain at the beginning of the play. But when
Henry's father John of Gaunt dies, Richard confiscates his property with no regard to his son's rights, and
Bolingbroke returns to confront the king, who surrenders his crown and is imprisoned in Pomfret Castle,
where he is soon murdered. This new edition in the acclaimed Oxford Shakespeare series features a freshly
edited version of the text. The wide-ranging introduction describes the play's historical circumstances, both
the period that it dramatizes (the start of the "wars of the roses") and the period in which it was written (late
Elizabethan England), and the play's political significance in its own time and our own. It also focuses on the
play's richly poetic language and its success over the centuries as a play for the stage. Extensive explanatory
notes help readers at all levels understand and appreciate the language, characters, and dramatic action and
the book's lively illustrations provide a sense of the historical background and performance of the play.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Pineda:

This Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's
Classics) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford
World's Classics). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Anna Humphrey:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics)
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you
wanted.

Dennis Green:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) can make
you experience more interested to read.
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