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Anarchism is generally understood as a failed ideology, a political philosophy that once may have had many
followers but today attracts only cranks and eccentrics. This book argues that the decline of political
anarchism is only half the story; the other half is a tale of widespread cultural success.

David Weir develops this thesis in several ways. He begins by considering the place of culture in the political
thought of the classical anarchist thinkers William Godwin, Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, Mikhail Bakunin, and
Peter Kropotkin. He then shows how the perceived "anarchy" of nineteenth-century society induced writers
such as Matthew Arnold, Henry James, and Fyodor Dostoyevsky to turn away from politics and seek unity in
the idea of a common culture.

Yet as other late-nineteenth-century writers and artists began to sympathize with anarchism, the prospect of a
common culture became increasingly remote. In Weir's view, the affinity for anarchism that developed
among members of the artistic avant-garde lies behind much of fin de siècle culture. Indeed, the emergence
of modernism itself can be understood as the aesthetic realization of anarchist politics. In support of this
contention, Weir shows that anarchism is the key aesthetic principle informing the work of a broad range of
modernist figures, from Henrik Ibsen and James Joyce to dadaist Hugo Ball and surrealist Luis Buñuel.

Weir concludes by reevaluating the phenomenon of postmodernism as only the most recent case of the
migration of politics into aesthetics, and by suggesting that anarchism is still very much with us as a cultural
condition.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Anarchy and Culture: The Aesthetic
Politics of Modernism (Critical Perspectives on Modern Culture). All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Jesse Nance:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Anarchy and
Culture: The Aesthetic Politics of Modernism (Critical Perspectives on Modern Culture) your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might
be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Anarchy and Culture: The Aesthetic Politics of
Modernism (Critical Perspectives on Modern Culture) giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Joseph Herbst:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Anarchy and Culture: The Aesthetic
Politics of Modernism (Critical Perspectives on Modern Culture) book written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
question Anarchy and Culture: The Aesthetic Politics of Modernism (Critical Perspectives on Modern
Culture) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't
judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Charles Stubblefield:

This Anarchy and Culture: The Aesthetic Politics of Modernism (Critical Perspectives on Modern Culture) is
great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great
organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information



with splendid delivering sentences. Having Anarchy and Culture: The Aesthetic Politics of Modernism
(Critical Perspectives on Modern Culture) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this publication
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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