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The remarkable astronomical discoveries made by Galileo with the new telescope in 1609-10 led to his
famous disputes with philosophers and religious authorities, most of whom found their doctrines threatened
by his evidence for Copernicus's heliocentric universe. In this book, Eileen Reeves brings an art historical
perspective to this story as she explores the impact of Galileo's heavenly observations on painters of the early
seventeenth century.

Many seventeenth-century painters turned to astronomical pastimes and to the depiction of new discoveries
in their work, yet some of these findings imposed controversial changes in their use of religious iconography.
For example, Galileo's discovery of the moon's rough topography and the reasons behind its "secondary
light" meant rethinking the imagery surrounding the Virgin Mary's Immaculate Conception, which had long
been represented in paintings by the appearance of a smooth, incandescent moon. By examining a group of
paintings by early modern artists all interested in Galileo's evidence for a Copernican system, Reeves not
only traces the influence of science on painting in terms of optics and content, but also reveals the painters in
a conflict between artistic depiction and dogmatic representation.

Reeves offers a close analysis of seven works by Lodovico Cigoli, Peter Paul Rubens, Francisco Pacheco,
and Diego Velázquez. She places these artists at the center of the astronomical debate, showing that both
before and after the invention of the telescope, the proper evaluation of phenomena such as moon spots and
the aurora borealis was commonly considered the province of the painter. Because these scientific
hypotheses were complicated by their connection to Catholic doctrine, Reeves examines how the relationship
between science and art, and their mutual production of knowledge and authority, must themselves be seen
in a broader context of theological and political struggle.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Griffin:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Painting the Heavens will make you to
become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Marcos Anderson:

Beside this specific Painting the Heavens in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Painting the Heavens because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!

Sharon Garon:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Painting the Heavens can give you a lot of buddies
because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Painting the Heavens.

Robert Burmeister:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Painting the Heavens was filled in relation to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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